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bl mot actually having
W any thing to do with the folli who
Hveat Pall Mall, Lendon SWIA
144 faka Buckingham Palacs), Roval
Flair s a company that has a certam,
shall we sey, stately air about it

Like ary rayal, the company,
currently under the management of Bill
Deralas, has a espected pedigres m the
caravan industry; having betn around
ginoe 1975, all that tome in the hands of
the: Deralas family

Foval Flan produces a lags mnge
of caravans — every thing from small
pop-tops 1o the lecdly Manor — including
riga built especially for those who like
to explone the mors rermole parts af
Australia ofl the hitumen

itwas Royval Flair dealer Cusensland
BY that intreduced the rough road
rage with s Tull Roder model It
svailable from cther dealers as the Van
Royee Dhiscovery, but the Tull Boder,
with a few extma gocdics, 8 availaks
exclusively from Quesnsland BY - Devid
Bells & the person to see about &
prospective punchase,

CW's review Tuff Roder waa built
especially b a customer, Jim Gorman,
who wanted a single bed lavout, mainly
o acheye & serse of fedibahty with
whom he goes away withe Jim has
owned caravans previously, but wanted
a van that he could take to the front
bz durng his fshing trips, rather than
leawe it in the nearest caravan park

At fearhy 200 6. 1m) long and with
a Tare weight of just over 2500kg, this
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Above amd rightz Royal Flairs Tull Rodar
k= made dor the rough road traveliae. Aheve
right: Tha Tull Radear rides on fandam azlk
indepenident suspension

Tufl Boder is definitely in large 940
fwing tErritory — thJim's case a Nissan

Fatral is u=ed

CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT

Built on a hot dipped galandsed
chassia, like many rough road vans,
the Tulf Roder rades on tanden axle
mdependent suspenaion, in this case
a trailing arm setup built by Contral
Rider. The chassis is built with

ban X din radls,

Although the dreovhar features
the usual ibems Bund on A caravan
— jockey wheel, handbmake and a pair
ol gas cvhinders — 1t also has a couple
of additions mn common with camper
trailers — a Highlander T35 tow
coupling, two jerry can hoklers, and a
checkerplate alurminmm toolbo.

The latter &8 in additon to the front
eal, m which thems are twe 100450
decp-cyche batterics

Omie of the featiures of this van s
that there i= a comaiderable amount
ol external storage. In additon 1o
the front toolbox and boot, theres &
slorage bin at the oot nearside and a

gizeable ventilated bin at the rear offside -« 1

- designed for a generator, we suspect
At the rear is a solid looking bumper

with curved enids and the necessan

spare whesl Something to remember
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Abewa: Alwo-liar pantry separales Lhe Yilrifrigo
compresser fridge and the full Caprice oven
Abave right: Tha Tull Roder liyoul is economical
I Itz wse of 5paos

with any wvan like this = that the spans
whesl and bumper bar can add about
A0 (S00mmm) 1o van's kEngth, which
mey not matter for mary people but, if
storage lEngth = crtical, € oaght
b & problem

While mentionimg the spane wheel,
the Tuff Roder comes with Hin
wheals and thess can be matched
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er the tow vehele il you are so mclined.

Clearly some outdoor living s planned
with this van. In addition to the usual
eving. there is s hinged picnic table
and a slide-out barbecus at the fronl ol
the van

A shight disadvantage of this setup i
that the barbecue lecation means the
awning arm has o be sel back, thus
blccking the front side windowy from
apenrng unless the awning is ot

BACK TO MATURE

[mside the Tuff Roder, the layout

his a generous Kitehen ares alang the
nearside, front single boda, mid nearside
kitrhesy, and & rear nearside corner

et

bathromn. This parteular layout s an
intereating example of the compromise
that is required m van design Bame
people opt 1o hewve & full width bathroom,
which ol course means less space for
other things.

I this case, though, the owner has
opted for a small bathroom and a
peErerous kilchen area. [1s not a case of
one design being better than the other,
but more of & personal preference

The decor iz the timber look on the
cabinsts and walls, but a hghter stam
has ben used, which & good because
the windows are relatively small. Wooden
pelmeta adom each hopper window

Above the kitchen, a Four Saasons

-
& A

hatch supphes the vetilaton, as does
A Polar Aire fan hatch at the frong,

For kespmg coal, a centre-mounted
Diometic reverse-cyvele air-conditioner
15 used.

The kitchen features a generous
benchiop anss and storage space that
consists of cupboands, a shide-out pantry,
drswers, and muliple sverhead loekers,

At the forward end of the bench is &
vwo-door Vitnfeige compressar fridge near
a full Caprice oven, and in the rear corner
1= A stainless el sink with tvo basinms,
The microwaye ia set high above the oven
and rangehood.

Four under-lozker halogens illumimage
the bemchtop and therss a celing
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fluorescent as well. Bahind the bench are
twin 2400 poworpeints et either end, plus
ane 12Y socket at the front end.

Above the fridge, s small locher
comlams the sssential eloetrics — (Uges,
a solar pand regulator, 2404 circwit
breaker, ot water switch and tank levs|
indicators — all easily located

Alangside the locker s an AM/FM
reedic and CO player Thia must ke the
enterlainment area becanss, on the
bedroom side of the fridge, a Aatacreen TV
= mointed, zuch that it can be g el led
to be scen from either the bedroom
ar dinetie

O pposite the kitchen is a dinette and
table that will it the grandehaldoee if they

Top: This Tull Rodsr was et with two

single beds to provide flexibliny with skeeping
arrangemenls. Above: A nsal compartment for
essential electrics

came along [or the trp. Above the dinstls
arg bead-lined, glass-fronted storage
lockers, and below is the usual under-sean
storage area, partly taken up by the
wheel arch.

There is a drawer at one end and
a small door at the ather. Lighting
consists of under-locker halopens and

an overhead Juoressent
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The bathmssan, m the rear nesmide
cormer, is compeet, but all the casentiala
are thers, including a height Qexible hose
ghower, Thetford casaette toilet, and &
wash basin

The shower deor = transiucent, thus
gring & slghth more spackus el 1o the
inside of the bathroom,

At the fremt end of the caravan, o
Gft x 2ft Bin [1,83m x 800mm| single
beds with mnemspring mattresses @i on
cither aide of the van. Betwesn the beds
& central wardmbe syith cupbesard and
dreever below and both beds heve a amall
shell betund them.

Linderneath the boeds are storage areas
that are secessible by a top hatch and
floor lockers

Bart of the nearside bed arsa s
oocupied by the alide-out harbecus

In keeping with the reugh road et
g ay-from-it-all’ theme of this Roval Flair,
it fitted with two 100Ah batteres (as
mentioned carlier, a 2084 changer, two
B5W solar panals with 30A regulatar, and
the optiom for a 2KVA generator,

THE BOTTOM LINE

The Tull Boder definitely has a kot going
for it. It has been built with a fitness for
puerpese” i rmind and is well fited ot
for the treveller whe likes to get off

L Batirmen,
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A downside, ol thers = one, 12 that the
vamn has a relatively high Tars weight,
meanming & lange tow vehcle will be
recuired and that should be kept in mind
il you are considering purchasing e al
these vans,

Inside. the layout is user Brendly. The
kitchen area in particular should keep
mary travelling chels quite happy and
that cutside barbecus should Eeep the
fisherfolk more than happ.

Jueensland BV, 248 Micklin Way,
Warana, Qid 4575, |07) 5453 4699,
emaik northeomiiprimus.com.an, web
www.queensiandre.com.au

Visit www.royalflair.com.au for your
nearest dealer,

Royal Flair
Tuff Roder

Extemal length 125 7in [Sm)
External width 7t Bn (1.51m)}
Interior hedght it din (1.53m)|
Hameplata ATM = ]
Hameplate GTM 2673k
Hameplate Tare welght 254150
Frame Timber

Chassie Hot dipps:
Suspenglon ndependent Sontro
Mider

Fridge Witrifrig

wiredom Goud De apenadd wilh 1he
AWTING
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