
 
IN BRIEF
 4.1m (13ft 6in) 

offroad caravan
 Tandem axle, 

independent suspension 
fitted 

 Rear drop down bed
 External slide-
out kitchenBIG THINGS

It can look a little odd when you first cast your eyes across 
it, but the Royal Flair Raptor proved to be perfectly suited for 
what it’s aimed at
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CONS
 Not a budget van

 Getting the boat on 
the roof requires a bit 

of manhandling
 Compact interior
 Substantial tow 

vehicle required

PROS

 Short van ideal for 
offroad travel

 Drop down bed/
club lounge 

arrangement
 Boat rack idea

 Internal storage 
capacity

UP
MEASURING

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE The Raptor was a well-behaved tow; Pay close attention to the payload when fully loaded; Heading 
out for a review on a bright and sunny day

M
any an offroad caravan built 
in Australia has a somewhat 
characteristic look about it, both 
inside and out. There are, however, 
some that have a more distinctive 

appearance, a good example being Royal 
Flair’s Raptor which certainly stands out 
in the crowd for a number of reasons. 
Apart from the distinctive colour and decal 
scheme, this particular Raptor model has an 
external body length of just 4.1m (13ft 6in) 
which given the van has tandem axles, does 

give the van a somewhat odd but certainly 
very purposeful look about it. 

REASON FOR BEING
There’s a very good reason for the 
purposeful look, the prototype model was 
built for company owner, Bill Deralas. A man 
who likes to do a bit of huntin’ n’ fishin’ but 
who desires a few no fuss home comforts in 
addition to a few ‘toys’ as well.

My review Raptor came from Australian 
Motor Homes and Caravans, and that’s 

important to mention, not only for the dealer’s 
assistance in getting the van ready but more so 
because this particular Raptor is custom made 
for AMH&C. The most obvious change is that 
it doesn’t have the rear folding tray that just 
about all Raptor models have. Instead, there’s 
a bike rack on the drawbar and the big storage 
box that is usually on the drawbar has been 
moved to the rear of the van. 

A noticeable feature of the Raptor is the 

boat rack on the roof of the van, complete 
with rollers and a 12V electric CBS 3000 
winch on the drawbar. I’m thinking the boat 
should not be too heavy since it will require 
some manhandling and there’s always the 
van payload to consider. 

CONSTRUCTION
You might expect a solid construction for 
a van that’s built for some serious offroad 

travel, and that’s what you get. Solid 30mm 
fibreglass composite sandwich panel is used 
for the walls and roof, with the frame and 
cladding are combined into one structure. 
It’s a structure that’s strong enough to 
support the aforementioned rack and 
possible boat load. A little differently, the 
floor is one-piece lightweight honeycomb 
carbonfibre. It’s stronger than ply timber and 
impervious to water.
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ROYAL FLAIR 
RAPTOR
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
Body length 4.1m (13ft 6in)   
Overall length 6.82m (22ft 5in)  
Width (incl awn)2.43m (8ft)  
Height (incl rack) 2.92m (9ft 7in)  
Tare 2502kg    
ATM 3302kg    
Payload 800kg    
Ball weight 227kg  

EXTERNAL
Frame No     
Cladding Solid 30mm Fibreglass Composite 
Sandwich Panel 
Floor Honeycomb carbonfibre
Chassis G & S hot dipped galvanised 
Suspension Control Rider independent, coil 
springs, twin shock absorbers 
Coupling Cruisemaster DO45   
Brakes 12in elec    
Wheels 16in alloy   
Water 2 x 65L
Grey water 1 x 65L   
Battery 1 x 200Ah Lithium   
Solar 3 x 190W 
Inverter 2600W with Simarine Digital 
Monitoring System & AGM Board plus 40A 
Enerdrive DC/DC Charger 
Air-conditioner Gree 186   
Gas 2 x 4kg    
Sway control No 
  
INTERNAL
Cooking (external) Dometic three burner or 
Weber BBQ   
Fridge Waeco slimline CR-110 12V 
compressor
Microwave oven No
Bathroom Thetford cassette toilet and 
separate shower 
Hot water Swift 28L gas/electric  
 
PRICE FROM
$102,000

OPTIONS FITTED
Bike rack up front  
Rear storage box
Black sink pack

PRICE AS SHOWN
$109,299  

MORE INFORMATION
Australian Motor Homes & Caravans
31 Pacific Highway
Bennetts Green NSW 2290
Ph: (02) 4948 0433
W: australianmotorhomes.com.au

TABLE

 LIFT UP BED 
DINETTE

TOILET
SHOWER ROBEFRIDGE

BENCH

TV

FOLD UP TRAY

SLIDING
KITCHEN

The rear of the van is a busy looking area. 
Mounted on the rear wall are two jerry can 
holders, a spare wheel and RHS ladders on 
either side. Across the rear, the large alloy 
checkerplate storage box has a slide-out on 
the nearside, suitable for something like a 
generator.

OUTSIDE FEATURES
I suspect it’s mostly due to the short length 
of the van, but the nearside wall looks very 
busy too. There are the expected items like 
the habitation door, window and Fiamma 
awning but there’s also a couple of external 
speakers, power sockets both 240V and 12V, 

picnic table, three wall lights and a slide-
out kitchen that emerges from the front 
tunnel storage. It should consist of a round 
stainless-steel sink and a three-burner 
cooktop but when I looked over the van, 
the latter item, like quite a few other RV 
components currently, was still in transit 
somewhere. There’s also a provision to 
have a Weber gas BBQ fitted. 

Seeing around the van at night shouldn’t 
be a problem because there’s at least one 
light on every external wall. I particularly 

like the variable angle strip light on the 
front wall that can be used for nighttime 
hitching or unhitching or something like 
changing the gas cylinders over. 

Under the bodywork, the G & S hot 
dipped galvanized chassis is built with 
100mm x 50mm (6in x 2in) main rails, 
a 75mm x 50mm (3in x 2in) raiser and 
150mm x 50mm (6in x 2in) drawbar rails. 
It rides on Control Rider TS independent 
suspension with trailing arms, coil springs 
and twin shock absorbers. 

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT For a small van, it packs a 
serious storage punch; The offroader was designed 
with a clear purpose; Hardy and tough, the Raptor is a 
good fit for those with an adventurous spirit
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RATINGS
VALUE FOR MONEY

 
“To be sure not a budget van but 
it’s been built for a functional 
purpose, and you get what you 
pays for.”

TOWABILITY 
 

“Despite, it’s slightly unusual 
axle and chassis setup, the van 
tows very well.”

SUITABILITY FOR INTENDED 
TOURING 

 
“Definitely designed for the 
offroad traveller who desires a 
fully equipped but not oversize 
caravan.”

BUILD QUALITY 

“Apart from the missing cooktop 
(not the dealer’s fault), 
everything seemed to fit 
together properly and open or 
close as it should.”

LIVEABILITY 

“Fairly compact interior but it’s 
designed for outdoor living too.”

SELF SUFFICIENCY 

“With both the fresh/grey water 
capacity and the electrical 
capacity the van is certainly 
good for extended remote 
stays.”

CUSTOMER CARE 

“A three-year warranty covers 
the manufacturer and assembly, 
but all the components are 
covered by individual 
manufacturers.”

INNOVATION

“Nothing like a bit of out of the 
box thinking in the overall 
design.”

X-FACTOR 
  

“A little different to the usual 
offroad caravans which makes 
the van stand out in the crowd.”

INSIDE
With a relatively short external length, the 
Raptor’s internal layout, with its forward 
door entry, is a little bit compressed, but 
there’s room to move and it has just about 
all the expected features and a bit more 
besides. The colour scheme was a little too 
much black and white for me in a confined 
space but that’s just a personal choice. Given 
this is a van that’s designed for handling 
dirt roads, there’s CaraFan Sahara dust 
pressurizing system. 

A little differently from most designs, the 
bathroom cubicle is located at the front of 

the van in the offside corner. That leaves 
the rest of the front wall area for a kitchen 
bench. A second bench, complete with 
multiple drawers and cupboard space, takes 
up the nearside mid wall space. Facing that 
is a Waeco slimline 110L compressor fridge 
built into a decent sized cabinet that has 
a wardrobe and drawers adjacent to the 
fridge. 

DUAL PURPOSE
Across the rear, is a multi-use space that 
has a club lounge below and a drop-down 
bed above. In this van, that’s a practical and 

space-saving design that works well. By day, 
the club lounge forms comfortable seating 
for two. There are windows on either side, 
and it would be nice to have a window in 
the rear wall, but the external fittings make 
that a bit impractical. Between the seats is a 
decent sized table mounted on a Nuova Mapa 
telescopic table leg. It has the dual benefits of 
being easily adjustable but also quite sturdy. 
The table can be fully lowered and used to 
form up an extra bed if needed, an upper and 
lower bunk so to speak. By night, the drop-
down bed can be lowered to a convenient 
height by simply pushing a switch. Two wall 
lights on the rear wall give a decent level of 
illumination 

Apart from the under-seat areas, for 
obvious reasons storage is otherwise limited 
in the rear area, which is why the nearside 
bench is a welcome feature. It’s fitted out with 
three drawers, two floor lockers, a cupboard 
and two overhead lockers. In addition to 
some welcome bench top space. 

CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT The Raptor is 
clearly designed for outdoor living; The kitchen 
is placed at the front of the van; A convertible 
dining table means there's room to sleep one 
more
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KITCHEN FACILITIES
Up front, the kitchen bench would normally 
be fitted out with both a sink/drainer and 
at least a cooktop. However, the van has 
been designed for external living with the 
slide-out cooktop, so there’s just the sink. For 
me, I think I’d want the best of both worlds 
and have small hob inside as well. Under the 
bench top there’s a cupboard and a couple of 
drawers. Generally speaking, the available 
storage in a van that’s relatively small is quite 
good.

FRONT BATHROOM
What’s a little surprising about the bathroom 
is that it looks fairly small from the outside 
but has enough space for a separate shower 
cubicle, as well as the expected Thetford 
cassette toilet and tucked into a corner, a 
small cabinet with a pedestal wash basin 
and mirror above. For bathroom ventilation, 
there’s a small fan in the shower and a 
window above the loo. There’s a 240V power 
point located above the wall mirror but it’s 
set very high

POWERED UP
Certainly, the Raptor is well equipped 
electrically — a 200Ah lithium LiFePO4 
supplies the 12V load and that’s charged up 
by three 190W solar panels, as well as an 
Enerdrive 40A charger/40A DC to DC charger.

ON THE ROAD
For my test drive, the Raptor was a well-
behaved van behind a Toyota LandCruiser. 
I suspect, though, if fully laden especially 
with a boat on the roof, the towing 

characteristics might change, so careful 
attention at loading time is certainly 
recommended. For keen offroad enthusiasts 
who like to explore along heavily undulated 
tracks, a short van length like this, especially 
one with a good departure angle is going 
to make for easier towing. Choosing a 
tow vehicle, depends very much on the 
anticipated load but for a near full payload, 
a heavy-duty vehicle like a LandCruiser may 
well be a sensible choice. 

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE Enjoy the view from the bedroom windows; The cool monochrome 
interior is popular in modern caravans; The indoor kitchen is missing a hub, but that wasn't the fault 
of the dealer; Bright and airy, the bathroom is larger than it feels; A separate shower cubicle adds to 
the sense of space
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WARRANTY MATTERS
Royal Flair offers a three-year warranty 
on the manufacturer and assembly of its 
caravan. As usual, that doesn’t cover items 
like the chassis, brakes and tyres nor any of 
the fitted components. All those are subject 
to the respective warranties offered by 
the individual manufacturers or suppliers. 
Unlike some other manufacturers who are a 
little coy about this, Royal Flair does at least 
spell out the warranty details on its website.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
When first viewed, Royal Flair’s Raptor is 
slightly unusual looking, but it’s been very 
much designed with a purpose in mind 
— offroad travel in a relatively small but 
well-equipped caravan. Size isn’t everything 
and in this case, offroad travel in a van this 
length might well be less stressful for both 
the driver and the tow vehicle. CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE Solar power means more time off the grid; The Raptor is ready for 

serious adventure; Control Rider independent suspension comes fitted with each van

“When first viewed, Royal Flair's 
Raptor is slightly unusual looking, 
but it's been very much designed 
with a purpose in mind”
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